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Kia Ora, 
 

And hello from the magnificent South. 
 
I have spent this week visiting the cities of Christchurch, Dunedin and Invercargill, and by the time you read this, I’ll be 
close to arriving in Queenstown. It has been a great reminder of the sensational product we have in this country for 
business events. I have been really encouraged by the energy, resilience, and determination to bounce back better 
and stronger. Everyone I have met have their own “lockdown” stories, but what is really encouraging is the forward 
thinking for what is next. No one is sitting still. Instead there is a flurry of strategic development, ideation, and some 
great collaboration. Each of these cities have their own unique magical qualities, and now that we can move around 
the country, I would really encourage a visit if you haven’t been to these cities for a while and I am sure Claire 
(Christchurch), Nicole (Dunedin), Karen (Invercargill) and Sophie (Queenstown) will be only too pleased to offer 
recommendations. 
 
I hope to get around to some of our other regions over the coming months and look forward to meeting as many 
members as possible. 
 
The C-TAG group which was set-up to provide Government with information and recommendations during the various 
Alert Levels will go into hibernation soon, although weekly reports to the Minister will continue. Instead we will start to 
hear more about the New Zealand Tourism Futures Taskforce, which will be chaired by Mayor Steve Chadwick and 
Grant Webster, CEO THL. The terms of reference are being finalised as is the make-up of the Taskforce itself. 
Contact with Government is sporadic at this moment in time and will reduce once electioneering begins. This week, 
we were due to have an update from Minister Twyford on the Events Recovery Roadmap, however that has been 
postponed until next week. The Prime Minister and Minister Davis will be in Queenstown this week, so who knows if 
our paths will cross! 
 
I am aware that there is a situation with quarantine hotels unable to accommodate events. I am thrilled that hotels are 
finally seeing some revenue come through their doors, which has meant bringing back staff and opening up jobs. 
However, this has also meant an impact on those who have events planned into those properties needing to make 
alternative arrangements. We have asked the minister in charge of the government’s quarantine policy, Minister 
Megan Woods, to communicate their plans, including timeframes, inventory levels and locations for the industry, so 
we, as an industry, can be proactive. In the meantime, I know that hotels are determined to work with event planners 
to provide solutions, alternatives and ensure smooth transition. As always, the CINZ team are here to support, if you 
have any concerns or any help we can give to hotels or event planners. Simply drop us a line or give us a call. 
 
In the meantime, stay tuned next week for some truly exciting news coming your way, focusing on the future of CINZ 
and our industry, dates for your diary, education opportunities and more. 

Lisa Hopkins 
Chief Executive 

lisa@nzconventions.co.nz 

 
#carryonmeeting 

mailto:lisa@nzconventions.co.nz

